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AT CAREGIVERS SOMETIMES HAVE DWFFICULTY uncerstanding

wihiy thisir cats, whio seem friendby and content one minote, may suddienly

bt aned seravch dheem the next. Appressive behaviors are pant of the nommal
behavioral patterns of almose any animal species, Aggressivie cats can be dangerous,
S0 Atternpting o resolve o dronic cat aggression problem often regquires assstance
fromm a professionad who iz knowdedgeablie ahout cat bebavior,

Types of Aggression
Play Aggression

Plane-mentivated aggressive behaviors are commaonly
observed inoyvoung, active cais less than two wsars of
age and who live in one-cal houscholds, Play in cats
incorporates a vanety of behaviors such as cxploratory,
investigative, and predatory behaviors, Flay provides
viHang cats with opportunities o practice skills they
winld normally need for survival, For example, kittens
like o explore nesw areas and investigaie anvthing that
mawes. They may bat at, pounce on, and bite ohjects
which to them resemble prey

Agpressive behaviors can be identified as play based on
the types of situations in which they ocour, the cat's body
postures, and the types of behaviors displaysd. Mayial
agpression cdien resulis in scratches and inhibited bites
which do not break the skin, Playful atacks ofien occur
when an unsuspecting owmier comes dowm the stairs,
steps ol of the bathiub, rounds a corner, or even mimses
under the bedeovers. May which imvolves aggression can
b imitiated by the owner or by the cat, Owmiers may

inachertenty contribaee o this problem i they encourags

kittens 1 chiase or bive at their hands and et during play:

The body posiures seen during play agpression rescmible
the posiures a cat would show when searching for or
caiching prey. The cat may freese inoa low crouch belore
pouncing, teitch ber tadl, Bick her ears back and [orth,
or wrap her front feet around a person's hands or Leen
while biting. Most play apgression can be suocesshally
redirecied w appropriaie tangess. For more information
on rough play in cats, please see "Managing Your Kitien's
Rough May”

“Don't Pet Me Anymore" Aggression

[t is mow vuncommon for cas o “suddenly™ bive while
heing peted. This behavior is not well underseoad, even
by experienoed animal hehaviorists. For whatever reason,
pecing which the cat was previously enjoying hecomes
unpdeasant. The bite s the cat's sipnal that she has had
enough petting. Cats vary in how muoch they will iolerate
heing peted or beld. People olten describe cats as biting,
“oat o the Blue” o sathout warning: however, their
sipnals may be very subdle and hard o detect. You showkd

hecome more aware af your cat's body postures and cease

pecing or stop amy other kind of interaction before the
hite ooeurs. Signals wo watch for include:
Restlessness
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For complete tips and agwice on pet befhawor and other pet care togics, wnt wwe, petsiodife. org.



